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oligarchical control of a small clique, but rather from
the omnipotence of a political Machine subject to
no real popular control. And a further check upon
the development of a two-party system in which
there is no wider alternative than the chances of two
candidates may, perhaps, be found in some such
method of voting as Proportional Representation
affords. Of course it is essential that the control of
the Electing Body over the delegates should be
absolute. Two checks on their action would greatly
help to accomplish this.

The first check is the Recall. Not only should
elections be reasonably frequent, but a certain pro-
portion of the Electors should at any time have the
right to demand a general poll on the question of
whether the delegate was or was not carrying out
the mandate of his constituents. Should the vote
go against him, the delegate would have to resign,
and another would be elected in his place. The mere
threat of this action would probably be enough in
most cases to prevent the delegate from shamelessly
and continually violating his trust, as is so often
done to-day.

The second check is the Referendum accompanied
by the Initiative. How powerful a weapon even
under the present degrading political conditions is the
popular plebiscite may be perceived by noting the
horror with which the Professional Politicians regard
it, and the panic which seized them when one of their
own number was imprudent enough to mention it a
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